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1 Introduction

This document describes the look and feel of the NexaWeb Table Component.

The driving forces behind this feature are to “punch up” the look and feel of the standard NexaWeb Table Component in order to make it visually more consistent with the current look and feel of modern operating systems, specifically Windows Vista.

2 Base Functionality Required
In summary, a NexaWeb Table Component supports an actionable header that responds to mouse over/out (aka hover) and, when clicked, changes the sort order of the corresponding column of data.  There is an arrow within the column header indicating the direction of sort order.  

Additionally, rows within the table are to have alternating color styling and a means of indicating that a row is “selected”.
3 Existing NexaWeb Table Component
The existing NexaWeb table component is functional, but not very sexy in appearance:
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4 New NexaWeb Table Component 
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The new NexaWeb table component is designed to be consistent with the Windows Vista User Experience (UX) Guidelines.  Glass effects are used on the Column Header Cells to strongly associate the look and feel of NexaWeb table component with the Windows Vista Aero style.
5 Column Heading Cells

Column type will be of a modified split-button style with a demarcation between the button text and a Sort Direction Indicator Arrow. In accordance with the Vista UX, column heading cells will have a “glass-like” look.  Glass effects are produced based on the assumption that a light source is directly overhead, not at an angle with the light reflection portion having partial opacity allowing the underlying color to shine through. See Implementation Notes for help on producing Glass Effect buttons. 
5.1 Recommended Sizing and Spacing


[image: image4.emf]
A certain amount of pixel overhead is incurred to obtain the glass effect on Column Heading Cells.   There is no visible gap between Column Heading Cells but rather a continuation of the Column Heading Cell Fill colors, coupled with a 2px edge bevel on either side.  Between each Column Header Cell, a single pixel exists of the same Fill Colors from which the vertical cell demarcation lines extend.
5.2 Font

Although font selection will be user-definable, Segoe UI is the font used throughout Vista.

Test that is displayed within Column Heading Cells uses drop shadow to contrast the text properly against glass effects:
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To produce the desired contrast against darker backgrounds, drop shadows on text are created as if the light source were coming from underneath.  
See Implementation Notes section for help on producing drop shadow on text.
5.3 Sort Direction Indicator Arrow
The Sort Direction Indicator Arrows lie in a separate section within and to the right of column heading cells, 16 x 20 pixels high.  
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Note that the demarcation line is a strongly contrasting (white), single pixel wide line.  The arrow itself is 9 x 12 pixels with a dropshadow as per text specification.
5.3.1 Sort Direction Indicator Arrow States

5.3.1.1 Over (Hover)
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5.3.1.2 Sort Direction Down
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5.3.1.3 Sort Direction Up 
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5.3.1.4 Disabled
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In the case of a column header cell that does not have sorting capability, the Sort Direction Indicator Arrow and the demarcation do not appear and the text is centered in the Column Heading Cell. 

5.3.1.5 No sort capability
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6 Rows

Rows are selectable.  When a row is shown as selectable, the current font color is reversed to white and all cells within the row are filled with blue (COLOR="#458FCC"). 
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7 Cells

A visual indication is given for cells that have keyboard focus by showing a 1px blue box within the cell using the same blue COLOR="#458FCC") used to indicate selected rows.
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8 Compatibility 

9 Risks and Issues

10 Assumptions

11 Glossary of terms

Skinnable – ability to choose a design theme or color scheme and apply it to a component.

DLU – Dialog Unit.  A Dialog Unit (DLU) is the device-independent measure to use for layout based on the current system font.

UX – Pseudo acronym for Windows Vista User Experience Guide

12 Implementation Notes

12.1   Producing drop shadow on text

To produce drop shadow text without using browser-specific tools like Internet Explorer’s filter:progid:DXImageTransform.Microsoft.dropshadow(), all that is required is to have two positioned <SPAN> tags, one containing white text, the other containing black text as the “shadow”, by simply offsetting the top <SPAN> with a margin-top:2; margin-left:-1; the desired dropshadow effect is obtained.

Here is an HTML example:

<body bgcolor="BLUE">

  <div id="headerCell">

    <span style="position:absolute; top:4px; left:4px; color:white; margin-top:2;margin-left:-1;z-index:1;">

      Drop shadow Text

    </span>

    <span style="position:absolute; top:4px; left:4px; color:black;z-index:-1;">

      Drop shadow Text

    </span>

  </div>

</body>
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12.2   Glass Effects

To produce glass effects, two images are required to be overlaid.
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13 Requirements

13.1 Use of CSS
CSS is a requirement for obtaining the look and feel of the new NexaWeb Table component.

14 Possible Future Enhancements

14.1   Resizable Columns

14.2   Icons in Column Header Cells

14.3   Selectable Columns

14.4   “Skinnable” Column Header Cells
14.5   Scrollbar Specs

15 References

In this section are links to reference material and citing CSS is a requirement

15.1 Windows Vista Aero UX Guide
http://download.microsoft.com/download/e/1/9/e191fd8c-bce8-4dba-a9d5-2d4e3f3ec1d3/ux%20guide.pdf
15.2 CSS Dropshadows

http://www.alistapart.com/articles/cssdropshadows
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